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1. Objective  
 

A not so obvious conversation: living with disability and disaster 

 
The theme of IDDR 2013 aims to highlight the marginalization of persons living 
with disabilities and the way in which disasters magnify their plight.   
 
Further to highlighting this reality, IDDR 2013 aims to emphasize the unique way 
in which persons living with disabilities contribute to helping communities prepare 
for and respond to disasters, and how this is often overlooked.   
 

2. Concept  
 

Persons living with disabilities are among the most excluded in society, and their 
plight is magnified when a disaster strikes. More often than not, their unique 
contribution to helping communities prepare for and respond to disasters is also 
overlooked. Within the greater objective of the International Day for Disaster 
Reduction (IDDR) to celebrate how people and communities are reducing their 
risk to disasters and raising awareness about the importance of DRR, IDDR 2013 
has a specific focus on living with disability and disasters. It has been estimated 
that almost a billion people globally are affected by some kind of disability, and 
are disproportionately affected by disasters because disaster prevention 
measures are designed and implemented in many parts of the world without 
including or taking into account persons with disabilities. Often it is the attitude of 
viewing such persons as victims or burdens that prevents their inclusion. 
Through IDDR 2013, UNISDR seeks to shift this mindset and reframe 
perspectives of disability and disasters.  
 
In highlighting this not so obvious conversation, IDDR 2013 brings greater focus 
to and aims to reduce the marginalisation of persons living with disabilities in 
disaster contexts and to enhance the participation of persons living with 
disabilities in DRR consultation. To address the diversity of disabilities and how 
they relate in disaster contexts we need to ensure the inclusion and active 
participation of persons living with disabilities in the design and planning of DRR. 
To better understand the needs of persons living with disabilities, UNISDR, 
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together with partners, has launched the first-ever survey of people living with 
disabilities on their coping capacity in the face of a disaster event.  
 
In the African region where disaster risks have been increasing and low level 
hazards are magnified by high levels of vulnerability, considerations of living with 
disability and disasters can enhance DRR efforts. Disability-inclusive DRR is not 
only to the benefit of persons living with disabilities; reducing ‘disabling 
conditions’ has the potential to contribute to community-wide resilience.   
 

3. Why is this important? 

 Many seemingly ‘easy’ pieces of advice, like "evacuate in advance of a 
disaster", become much more complicated when you are living with a 
disability.” (Notes From the Urban/Rural Divide: What Do You Do In A Disaster?) 

 

 “The lack of knowledge about disability is intrinsically linked to the 
exclusion of people with disabilities from disaster management planning”. 
(Disability and disasters: The importance of an inclusive approach to vulnerability and 
social Capital, Sightsavers October, 2012) 

 

4. Take-home messages 
 

 Disaster Risk Reduction needs to be disability inclusive 

 Planning and preparedness activities need to include specific actions 
related to disability  

 Persons living with disability need to be included in DRR discussions and 
post-2015 DRR discussions 

 

5. Action Plan 
 

5. 1. Key activities leading to the event 
 
5.1.1. UNISDR online survey - (http://goo.gl/CgNSHs) 
This online survey aims to address the lack of data on disability issues generally, 
by ascertaining the needs of persons living with disabilities and disasters. 
Promoting and mobilising people living with disability to take part in the survey 
are a key activity of IDDR 2013.  
  
5.1.2. IDDR webpage forum- (http://goo.gl/k4JtoC) 
The website offers a medium for persons living with disabilities as well as 
society-at-large to get involved by expressing concerns, needs and 
recommendations on the International Day web page that can enhance how the 
current HFA deals with the issue of disability.  
 
Findings from the survey and other information gathered during the observation 
of IDDR 13 will be used to influence the remaining two years of the Framework 

http://goo.gl/CgNSHs
http://goo.gl/k4JtoC
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and as well as the post HFA consultations which began in March 2012. The end 
goal is a post 2015 Framework that is more disability inclusive.   
 
5.1.3 Social Media  
The use of social media is central to spreading awareness and information about 
IDDR 13, including information about specific events. UNISDR will be mobilising 
through Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, Flickr and YouTube and invites others to do 
the same.  
 

5.1.3.1 Thunderclap 
This year UNISDR is also using Thunderclap to send out the message of 
IDDR, and encourage as many supporters sign-up and join us in 
amplifying the message through this crowd-speaking platform. The 
UNISDR message will launch on Thunderclap 2 weeks before 13 October 
(https://www.thunderclap.it/).    

 
5.1.4. IDDR 2013 Materials 
To raise awareness of IDDR 13 (and DRR in general), as well as to highlight 
Government leadership and action on DRR, display and distribution of materials 
leading up to and on 13 October can increase visibility. Such materials may 
include posters, banners, leaflets, t-shirts, caps and other advocacy materials.  
 

5.1.4.1. IDDR 2013 Logo 
Promotion and use of the official IDDR 2013 logo will help spread the 
message and link countries and regions in a consistent and powerful 
global message.  

 
 
5.1.5 Media 
Key to IDDR is getting the word out, both about the objective and message of the 
day and about how people can get involved and join celebrations in their country. 
To achieve this, mobilising the media is crucial. Using your existing media 
contacts and establishing new ones, and briefing them on IDDR in the lead-up to 
13 October will help to engage media partners and get them involved in writing, 
presenting and disseminating new stories and opinion editorials about IDDR 

https://www.thunderclap.it/
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2013 and disability and disasters. Country specific organizers are encouraged to 
write and disseminate news stories and press releases of their own on IDDR 
from now until the day itself. Radio shows and interviews, television discussions, 
newspaper supplements on IDDR celebrations are other ideas to get the word 
out in the media.  
 
5.1.6. Mobilize partners  
Reach out to organizations for persons with special needs as well as those 
focused on disaster and get them involved in planning for IDDR events. Working 
together will help to create a strong and coherent message that is contextually 
specific to each country.  Engaging with special needs organizations is also 
central to the aim of IDDR 13: inclusive DRR, building knowledge of disability in 
disaster situations and involving people living with disability in DRR planning and 
discussions. 
 

5.2 Events  
 
5.2.1. National Platform 
Convening the National Platform (if functional) as a formal IDDR 13 event is a 
way to make use of existing structures and bring together key partners and 
experts to discuss disability and disasters in a nationally relevant manner.   
 
5.2.2. Conference  
Involving a wider range of partners than those who may be part of the National 
Platform, a conference is a way to build on the theme of IDDR in a locally 
relevant manner. A conference medium can also create momentum to carry 
forward and build sustainability for disability inclusion in DRR at the national level.   
 
5.2.3. IDDR celebration 
Holding an IDDR celebration is a great way in which to involve the general public 
and thus create sensitization to DRR and specifically to this year’s theme of 
disability and disaster.  Such celebrations could take many formats, but ideas 
include music, speeches, exhibitions, displays and marketplace, food, screening 
of related short-films, activities, drills and demonstrations. (Given this year’s 
theme, it is important to consider aspects of accessibility and inclusion when 
deciding of venues and activities.)   
 

6. Lets work together! 
UNISDR would love to hear what you are planning for IDDR 2013, and if you 
have any feedback. We can use our website and social media platforms to 
promote your events and to let people know what is happening in Africa to 
mobilize and engage with disability and disasters!  
 

 
 


